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. - The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
Ail claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) (CLOSED in this application. If not included : y ■ . . 
herewith;(or previously mailed), aNotiqebfAllo^nce^^ communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 

NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A dRAj^ dP PATENT RIGHTS, this ^plication is subject to. withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition, by the applicant. \ S«se 37 CFR l!313and MPEP 1308. 
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1. This communicaticyVteirespons^ -\ i .j;,/ 1 .:, • 

2. The allowed l .daim(s) ; is/are 3^M^47 apd 64-74 . ".<•>, ■ I 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

■'\ a)0 All b)nSom^: : ^dNone ofthe: i -I j.-.i ! "'■ ' i. 

1 .□ Certified C9pifcs of the priority ^documfehts have ^een received 

■ 2. Q Certified'eqpies of thfe priority documents Ijave $>een rec^iv^dj in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of jhe certified copies pi the; priprity documents hjav£ ^en received in this national stage application from the 
-;lnternattfc^ s ^ « : f J := , , i , ; . ; ^ ' • 



* Certified copies not received;: '( i 



Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
poted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERlO$l§NOT EXTENDABLE. ,. , h ! 



4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR t?ECLARATI0N foust b<? submitted. Notd the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTK>1 52) whichlgives reasbn(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS (^$.^ ;, . j ■ . .. ./ \ 

(a) Q including changes irequir^d tlyitKe Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing (Review ( PTO-948) attached 
. 1) □ hereto of 2) . . 



(b) Q including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 



Paper No./Mail Date ^ 



identifying indicia suph as the application number (*ee 3^ CFR 1 i84(c)) should be Written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement &heet(s) should be labeled as sijcW in th<6 header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/cjr INFORMATION ^bout theldeposit of eiOLOQICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's ^mment/^gardjng ^EQU|R^WjENT^bR THE D|ROSjT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.^ ;. 
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1 . □ Notice of References g.ited (Pf 6-892) : ,n 

2. □ Notice of Draftpersori^ patent ;Drawing : Re,w 



3. □ Information Dislclosurp 5taterrientjs (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper -NoVMail Date'^j 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding -Requirement for Deposit 
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5. pj Notice of Informal Patent Application 

"6. jtj Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), 
Paper >No:/Mall Date 



of Biological Material 



7. S Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
9:0pth6r_ . 



U.S. Patent and Trademartt Office 
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Notice of Allowability 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1. 



An ; examiner's amendment to the rjecord appears below. Should the changes 



. i ^ ' -Ti I'M, 



and/of 'additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
.by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 

* ' ' '■ '* . . . .. . ■ : I 

; submitted no Jater than the payment of the issue fee. 

. Authorization for this examiher/s anrendnnept was given 'in a telephone interview 
wHh;iith : i^ r , fslehfbj^si(p : n,litt September 2007, ; : 
:'r ■ ■ ■ The application has been amended as follows!: each of claims 36, 73 and 74 

* - ■'" . « ':. ; ! I i' '''!; ■ 

- . ' i . » J V ' 

. . - : . ■ : f . 

have beeijp amended by changing the phrase "composition comprising", in line 1 of each 

claim, to the* 6hras;e ~- (^mpositionilconsisting essentially of This amendment was 

• A ;j| ." ;;:..]' -j- (j", i\/ . .| 

made'to further define thi6 claimed 1 invention insofar as; no supporting or reinforcing 

.• - / • !■ ■ •;• . . a • " ■ ■ 

. elements arejnejsded for the claimed railroad ties to function effectively. 
2. ,, The fojlowing is an examiner's, statement of reasons for allowance: the closest 
prior art as eijed^ requires supporting or reinforcing elements in order for the 
thermoplastid railrbap itSes tp be effective. The claimed thermoplastic railroad ties do not 
contain suchjiele.rnents and are, therefore, neither taught nor rendered prima facie 

. «t • ' ' ' ' : 

; obvious by the closest prior art as cited. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the paynhent of ^he 1 issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany thei,issue fee. Such submissions should' be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of -Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry, concerning this communication oHearlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bernard Lipman whose telephone number is 571-272- 



:'-a.i 



1105. Thie examiner^nnQr^ 

: ; If attempts to teach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David vvu can bereacbjed on 571-272-1:') 14. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding js assigned is 571-273-8300. 



. .. inflation' 'regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

• . ' ; V-feli '< : • .• ; . . '.[[".'. ... 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system/ Status information for 

: .'•!.•. : - ■ • » • 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

■ *■ ■ .:.-!•' : •• ■ J,- ' • v : . 

For>mqre information abouttme: PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

•■ - ; ,, ,. V" ' ■■ • . ; 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business CenteY (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system; cal| 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR diANADA) or. 571 -272-1 000. 
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